Australia’s Environment Minister Can Save Callala's Glider Forest

Given the new Greater Glider Recovery Plan and the overhauled Federal Environment Plan, it's now
time for Federal Environment Minister Murray Watt to sign on what he speaks about and show that the
Government’s claimed commitment to create ground-breaking protection for Australia’s precious nature
isn’t just political spin.

Min. Watt has the opportunity under section 78 of the EPBC Act to revoke former Environment Minister
Sussan Ley’s decision in 2021 to allow the destruction of 40 ha of healthy coastal forest in Callala.

Due to “substantial new information about impacts on matters of national environmental significance” as
well as “a substantial change in circumstances that was not foreseen when the original decision was
made,” Minister Watt has the power fix the error.

The Glider Forest west of Callala Bay is one of the last unburnt refuges on the South Coast for
endangered species like the Greater Glider, Gang-gang Cockatoo, and Bauer’s Midge Orchid. Among
numerous other threatened species in this healthy flourishing habitat are yellow-bellied gliders, glossy
black cockatoos, eastern pygmy possums and grey-headed flying foxes. These 40 hectares of tall
coastal forest are the living heart of a vital north—south wildlife corridor linking Jervis Bay and Lake
Wollumboola, and part of the vision for a connected Jervis Bay National Park.

Key points regarding the Halloran Trust plan to clear this forest for 380 empty housing lots:

. 97.4% public opposition (1,029 submissions) including from Indigenous custodians.

. Fire authorities warning the site is indefensible in a bushfire.

. No urgent housing need: around half of Callala’s homes sit empty most of the year.

. Clearing the Glider Forest contradicts every major plan for the region — from the Jervis Bay
Settlement Strategy, 2003, to the lllawarra—Shoalhaven Regional Plan 2041 — all call for
protecting high-value habitat and focusing growth in towns.

. Greater Glider Recovery Plan:“The long-term viability of greater glider populations across
landscapes is contingent on well-connected habitat that encompasses hollow-bearing and
foraging trees within a multi-aged, forested community...”

. This forest survived the Black Summer fires and now shelter species pushed out of burnt country.
Losing them means destroying the canopy gliders need to feed and breed — a death sentence

for local populations already in collapse.

. New housing near jobs, hospitals, transportation and schools is important. But that’s not Callala.
Nature-based tourism has always been a mainstay for local businesses

. Once our glider forest is gone, its gone forever. And the animals will not survive.

Please write to Minister for Environment, Senator Murray Watt, via Gilmore MP Fiona Phillips, to
encourage him to revoke Commonwealth approval for the destruction of the Callala glider forest.

Fiona Phillips MP - fiona.phillips.mp@aph.gov.au
Min. Murray Watt - minister.watt@dcceew.gov.au

State MP, Liza Butler - liza.butler @ parliament.nsw.gov.au
State Environment Minister, Penny Sharpe - office @sharpe.minister.nsw.gov.au
State Planning Minister, Paul Scully - office @scully.minister.nsw.gov.au
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