
Submission on Planning Proposal PP-2022-4162, Sealark Road, Callala Bay  

I oppose the rezoning and subdivision of important conservation land on Sealark Road 
upstream of Wowly Creek.  

Two prior Shoalhaven City Councils rejected the subdivision for good reason: it is likely 
to cause extreme damage to the fragile Wowly wetlands while providing minimal new 
housing in Callala Bay. It is surprising that this remarkably bad idea has managed to 
resurface. 

The Panel says that the planning proposal has strategic merit because it would transfer 
high-value conservation lands into the Jervis Bay National Park and would help protect 
Wolly Creek, a sensitive Intermittent Closed and Open Lakes and Lagoons (ICOLL) and 
a sanctuary for the Jervis Bay Marine Park.  

While it is appropriate that the Panel recognises the high value of the Wowly wetlands, 
all of the land in question is already zoned for conservation and would not be further 
protected by inclusion in the Jervis Bay National Park.  

 

With no disrespect intended, I must point out that the Regional Planning Panel has not 
recognised important discrepancies between the proponent’s claims and what is 
actually planned.   

The developer claims that its flood mitigation measures would capture stormwater 
currently flowing into Wowly Creek from the existing homes, as well as any new 
stormwater generated from their new construction. This is untrue. The Wolly Gully 
ICOLL would absorb significantly more polluted runoff if the subdivision is allowed to be 
built. The only stormwater control proposed is the combination of two existing drainage 



ditches into one deeper one that will carry stormwater more quickly into the degraded 
wetlands between the subdivision and Wowly Creek. There is no provision for a 
constructed wetland that would actually capture and purify polluted stormwater, while 
attracting birdlife and bringing value to Callala Bay; all that is planned is a tiny retention 
basin of only 18 square metres. 

 

In their record of decision for the rezoning review, the Planning Panel wrote that the 
“planning proposal is consistent with applicable strategic planning documents”, 
including “the Illawarra Shoalhaven Regional Plan 2041 and the Shoalhaven 2040, Local 
Strategic Planning Statement.” 

Lot 5, Sealark Road, has never been included in a Strategic Plan, certainly not the 
Regional Plan 2041, which explicitly calls for planning to “protect important 
environmental assets.”  

The Local Strategic Planning Statement calls for developments that “retain and manage 
existing rural land, avoiding the rezoning … for rural-residential and residential 
outcomes, unless identified in a relevant strategy … New residential development will 
conserve, protect, and manage significant habitats and areas of high biodiversity value 
… and will avoid areas of known environmental risks”. 

SCC planners pointed out that to misconstrue established regional planning strategies 
to allow environmentally significant land to be rezoned for new housing risks setting 
precedents that remove the protection from other sensitive land as well.  



Three years ago, when Callala residents made submissions to the State regarding the 
rezoning of 40 ha of healthy forest for a subdivision of 380 lots, we were ignored despite 
1002 of 1029 (97.4%) opposed. I trust that the Regional Planning Panel will listen this 
time to the residents, organisations and scientists who understand the land in question 
and have made the effort to have their perspectives heard. 

 

Best regards,  

Rob Barrel 
Callala Bay 
 


